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Beginner Painting Project
Design and Fabrication and Text by Dave Burnett

Glass Required
Double Strength Window Glass for Suncatcher, 3/4 Sq. Ft.

Unique Glass Colors Lead-Free Paint
#GC-1070, Outline Black, #GC-1956, Dark Blue, #GC-9710, Deep Red,
 #GC-974, Sun Yellow, #GC-998, Golden Orange, #GC-969, Gloss Black

#GC-961, Dark Green, #GC-1997, Leaf Green
Other Materials Required

Squeeze Bottle with Decorator Tip     #4 Round Brush     #1 Fine Brush
Denatured Alcohol     Kiln and Kiln Supplies     Flux     Solder     U-Shaped Brass Filigree
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51. Cut a 7" circle from double strength window
glass.  Use a circle cutter to score the circle on the
glass.  Using a regular glass cutter, score relief lines
radiating out from the scored circle.

2. Use glass pliers to run the scores on the glass,
removing the scrap and exposing the circle.  A glass
grinder will help smooth any rough edges on the
glass circle.

Use denatured alcohol or a powdered cleanser
to remove any fingerprints, dust, or oils from both
sides of the glass.  Choose the side of the glass that
does not have the tin separator on it for painting.
The easiest way to do this is to drag a brush full of
water over the glass.  If the water beads up, paint on
the other side.

3. Place the glass circle over the outline pattern.
Trace the outline of the pattern with the outline black
paint using the squeeze bottle and decorator tip.
When dry, fill in the different elements of the pat-
tern with color and the outline black will not bleed
or smear.  This will save a firing.

4. Start to paint the design.  The paint should be
the consistency of milk.  Colors will tend to settle in
the jar and will have to be stirred before and during
use.  These colors dry slowly to allow brush marks
to level out.  Puddle on the paint using a soft, round
brush.  One coat is all that is necessary.  If the color
is accidentally applied over the outline, immediately
use the tip of your finger to push it back across the
line.

5. Using the light and dark green paint will add
depth and realism to the leaves.  On the flower pet-
als, apply the main color, leaving the area to be
shaded empty.  While the first color is still wet, ap-
ply the second color and blend together with a fine
brush.  On the petals, the black is pulled back into
the main color, leaving an irregular line, which gives
a natural look to the flower.

6. Place the painted piece in the kiln.  Fire this
project on a prepared kiln shelf to 1500°-1525°.
When the glass if fired this hot, the surface will de-
vitrify, which means that the glass surface will look
frosty when finished.  To eliminate devitrification,
flash-vent the kiln lid after the firing process until
the glass starts to lose its red appearance.  Do not
disturb and do not remove the glass until the kiln
has reached room temperature.

7. Lead, zinc, or brass came can be used for the
edge of the finished piece.  U-shaped brass filigree
is used as the finished edge on this project.  Wrap
the brass around the outer edge and cut to length.

8. Flux and solder where the two edges meet.  A
small wire hook can be added to the back of the brass
joint for hanging.  Clean the project thoroughly with
flux remover and warm soapy water.



Pansies Design Lines - Outline Black
E - Dark Blue
R - Deep Red

Y - Sun Yellow
N - Gloss Black
S - Dark Green
X - Leaf Green

Design by Dave Burnett
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